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Orange council acts wobbly
To the Editor:

At the last Orange City Council meeting, John Mason, the city’s busi-
ness administrator, disclosed that the purpose of the failed stealth drive-
by revaluation was to shift the tax burden from residential to commercial
taxpayers. Previously, Valerie Jackson, the city’s director of planning and
economic development, stated that the “best interests of residents” guid-
ed her actions.

But who represents and defends the interests of commercial taxpayers
in this community? 

At the last meeting, I advised the council of a recent Appellate Divi-
sion opinion invalidating a local zoning ordinance on the grounds that a
different municipality’s governing body had abdicated its duties.

Notwithstanding this good-faith warning, a majority of the council,
Rayfield Morton, Tency Eason, Donna Williams and Linda Jones-Bell,
approved four payments to Shauger Cleaning Services Inc. for emergency
snow-removal services performed in January and February without any
proof that a snow emergency existed on particular dates. In late Decem-
ber, a majority of the governing body, including the four mentioned,
rejected the city’s outsourcing of this service. 

On March 15, the Hawkins administration reluctantly revealed that the
city’s part-time chief financial officer, Jack Kelly, had resigned effective
March 1. The Hawkins administration also refused to disclose the terms
of the Judy Rothenberger settlement, including whether the Hawkins
administration released and waived any claims and causes of actions
against co-defendants such as a former police director.  

The Hawkins administration refused to disclose the extent of the
municipality’s tax exposure to West Orange. This liability, which could
bust the proposed budget, was the subject of a closed Feb. 1 executive ses-
sion. I am investigating whether this tax liability was disclosed in filed
financial statements and outside audits.

At the last meeting, the council president held stakeholders hostage. A
promised 2 1/2-minute recess turned into a 30-minute negotiation session
over vanity legislation proposed by the council president. One resolution
restated existing subpoena powers and expires June 30. The other resolu-
tion only pertained to appointments to the Citizens Budget Advisory
Committee.

In the future, the governing body needs to vote, up or down, on pro-
posed legislation as drafted and approved by the city attorney. Legislation
should not be amended and modified on the floor. 

Council members  should explain problems with proposed legislation,
and roll-call votes should then be taken on the legislation contained in the
agenda packet.

Jeffrey S. Feld
Orange

Editor’s note: Jeffrey S. Feld is a Main Street business owner.

Telcom laws need updating
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my support for the telecommunications reform
bill, SB 2664, the Market Competition and Consumer Choice Act. What
the bill does is simple; it takes the rules that govern telephone and cable
TV service and updates them for the 21st century.

The fact is, some of the current rules were written 50, 60, or even 100

years ago, but things have obviously changed since then. Modernizing
those laws is good for the phone and cable companies, but it is also good
for us in neighborhoods all over New Jersey.

Robert L. Bowser
Mayor, East Orange

Media hype and Japan
To the Editor;

What’s happening with the Japanese earthquake of March 11? Why is
the media reporting so spotty? Why are American officials speaking with-
out data information?

The problems in Japan occurred because of two events, an earthquake
of 9.0 magnitude followed by a tsunami 33 feet high, traveling at 500
miles an hour, but decreasing in height to 7 feet by the time it reached
Hawaii. The earthquake obviously caused a lot of damage, injuries and
loss of lives. This was followed by damage caused from the tsunami.

The combination of the two events included the damage to nuclear
reactors at Fukushima and Onahama, north of Tokyo. The reports coming
from the American media placed a great deal of emphasis on the danger
under way, with repercussions down the line. Even though the Japanese
are a stoic, hardworking, proud people, reports seemed to emphasize the
opposite, particularly as it related to the Fukushima reactor.

Reports from U.S. officials, including the surgeon general, indicated
that despite not having all the information, people should go out and buy
potassium iodine tablets to safeguard against acute radiation syndrome,
also known as ARS. This, of course, started a run on the tablets. Known
as KI pills for their chemical symbols, potassium and iodine, they sold on
eBay at $3 each and became more expensive through the days. The EPA
and other government officials immediately started to move against
nuclear energy.

Unbiased professionals in the Nuclear Energy Association, however,
succinctly stated: there are 440 nuclear reactors worldwide, and 104 in the
United States, that have operated more than 40 years with no fatalities.
The comparison to Chernobyl does not make sense because it was built
by the Communists at low cost and was hit by a 7.0 earthquake. There was
no retaining wall around Chernobyl. So the blast that occurred spread
without opposition into the area around the reactor.

The latest generation of reactors, such as Fukushima, obviously have
retaining walls and can withstand 8.2 magnitude shocks. The Three Mile
Island reactor, hit by a 4.0 earthquake, had no fatalities and no one with
health problems. Fukushima suffers from a hysteria built by the media, its
losses and due to the tsunami. It, too, had no problems in 40 years.

Finally, in a report from the California Air Quality organization, there
was no raised air-quality level in California due to the problems at
Fukushima. At the latest report, there are 150 Japanese workers heroical-
ly and stoically getting water on the used fuel rods that are the cause of
the explosions that are obviously not as dangerous as the public was being
told.

Who was the American official who said, “Never let a crisis go to
waste?” Methinks there’s something here to sell the public. We need to be
watchful. God Bless America and Japan.

William R. Lewis
Orange

Editor’s note: William R. Lewis served the South Ward on the
Orange City Council from 1990 to 2006.

Huge books often can be hugely rewarding
Every year I have students

approach me to ask for what I call
“Fiction by the Inch.” They have
an assignment to read a classic
novel that is at least 100 pages
long. The problem is that most
classics are much longer than that.
I can see them measure my offer-
ings with their eyes and reject any-
thing that is more than an inch
thick. I love helping students who
like to read. They don’t flinch
from longer books like “A Tree
Grows in Brooklyn,” “Wuthering
Heights,” or “Midnight’s Chil-
dren.” We share the idea that a big-
ger book is a wonderful thing.

Huge, doorstopper novels are
the literary equivalents of a gallon
of ice cream. The larger package
offers more potential for pleasure.
Trying a new flavor carries the risk
of lugging home a big disappoint-
ment, but I think it’s worth the
risk.  Taking that chance intro-
duced me to:

• “The Amazing Adventures of
Kavalier and Clay”;

• “The Brothers Karamazov”;
• “Gone With the Wind”;
• “Jonathan Strange & Mr. Nor-

rell”;
• “Kristin Lavransdattir”;
• “Moby Dick”;
• “Time in its Flight”;
• “War and Peace”; and
• “The Witching Hour.”
Recently I took a chance on

Justin Cronin’s  “The Passage.” At
776 pages, this book is not a quick
read.  One could call it a vampire
novel, but it is very different from
“Dracula,” “Twilight” or “Salem’s
Lot.”

“The Passage” reminds me of
another big favorite, “The Stand.”

A disease created in a secret gov-
ernment lab spreads to the general
population.  The epidemic
destroys modern civilization.  A
small band of survivors must fight
to remain human. 

One difference between the
books is that King’s “Captain
Trips” bug kills its hosts, while
Cronin’s virus turns them into
monsters. Another is that “The
Stand” takes place over the course
of a year while the events of  “The
Passage” span nearly a century.

A few years from now, a scien-
tist begins to study a rare tropical
disease.  It gives its victims pow-
erful strength, immunity to aging,
and the ability to fly. It also
destroys their  minds and makes
them painfully sensitive to light.

The United States government
decides to create super soldiers.
Scientists “improve” the virus and
inject it into volunteers. When the
mutants escape, the rest of the
world  doesn’t stand a chance.  

Nearly a century later, a few

people survive in a heavily forti-
fied community. Light is their
main weapon against the monsters
they call “virals.” This has worked
for decades, but now the generator
batteries are starting to die.

One day a strange young girl
arrives, unharmed by the virals.
She sets into motion a series of
events that will either save or
destroy the last human beings on
earth.

“The Passage” is an epic
adventure set in a post apocalyptic
America. Justin Cronin tells a
good story and creates characters
that matter. He writes about mon-
sters but also about those things
that make us truly human, parent-
ing, friendship, courage and love.

“The Passage” is the first vol-
ume of a projected trilogy. I can
hardly wait to read it and see what
happens next.

Linda M. Esler is the principal
librarian of the Bloomfield Pub-
lic Library.

The
Independent
Librarian
By Linda M. Esler

EMPLOYMENT
WORKSHOPS —
Councilwoman Linda
Jones-Bell, speaking,
and Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr., center,
with several officials
of the Orange Hous-
ing Authority during
employment-based
workshops for busi-
nesses and residents. 
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LETTERS TO EDITOR

Democracy 101
The legal troubles of now-former Essex County Freehold-

er Samuel Gonzalez have resulted in his being placed in the
pre-trial intervention program. The Newark politician was
indicted in December 2009 for allegedly tampering with
absentee ballots while working on the campaign of his wife,
Teresa Ruiz, who went on to win a state Senate seat by a 2-1
margin during the 2007 election. 

Gonzalez was one of a handful of Essex County Democ-
rats working on the Ruiz campaign to be charged with elec-
tion fraud. At that time, Gonzalez was a sitting freeholder and
aide to Newark Councilman Anibal Ramos.

Earlier this month, Gonzalez was allowed to resign his two
positions and enter the PTI program for two years. If he
behaves himself, he will have no criminal record and be
allowed once again to serve in public office. The Attorney
General’s Office had been seeking a guilty plea, probation
and forfeiture of his two government positions.

Ever since the indictments, we wanted to know more. This
was an Essex County election they were alleged to have
manipulated. But so far, the only insight we’ve heard is from
Gianine Narvaez, a county clerical worker and member of the
Ruiz campaign who was one of those arrested. She admitted
turning in nine phony absentee ballots and adding 10 imagi-
nary voters to the county computers. All 19 of those votes
were added into the official count. 

What’s going on here, we thought. At the first meeting of
the freeholders after his arrest, Gonzalez was welcomed with
hugs. We did not hear anyone standing up and saying the
electoral process was sacred and that nobody should be
allowed to tamper with its integrity. Then two of the defen-
dants, Joaquin Canceres, who worked for Newark Mayor
Cory Booker, and Jonathan Kowalski, who worked at the
North Ward Center, were give pre-trial intervention and
walked away without comment.

Pre-trial intervention, for those unfamiliar with the
process, is for first-time offenders whom the courts believe
can be rehabilitated outside the legal system. During their
rehabilitation, those in the program are counseled on the
damaging effects of the crimes for which they are charged. 

Accordingly, these politicians will be counseled on what
our grandparents used to call “stuffing the ballot box.” Most
fourth-graders already know that’s a no-no in a democracy.
Let’s hope these politicians learn that lesson too. In a nut-
shell, when voters go to the polls, the idea is that the outcome
reflects the consensus of their community, not the will of a
self-serving political machine.

Reform is needed
School districts and municipal and county governments

provide many services for their constituent residents. Not all
can be provided by employees, however; governing bodies
often must seek private assistance.

The request usually is handled through a competition, in
which interested entities present their credentials, services
they can offer and price. The governing body reviews the bids
and executive recommendations and is supposed to make its
selection based on the best service at a low cost.

Unfortunately, we believe there are too many times when
these bodies ignore the free-market process and award a con-
tract without bids. Often they are called “professional” or
“extraordinary, unspecifiable” services. Examples of services
which have been purchased without multiple bids being
sought include outside attorneys, planning and zoning con-
sultants, and landscapers.

Then there are the “emergency” contracts, agreements
which are rushed through in response to an immediate situa-
tion. Examples could include a partial roof collapse, lack of
heat from a failed boiler and cleanup after a storm.

In both cases, however, taxpayers are left at the mercy of
the service providers and governing bodies. With no compe-
tition, a provider could set a desired price. While those offers
are supposed to be reviewed, most requests are rubber-
stamped by the governing bodies, sometimes to the detriment
of taxpayers.

In today’s fiscal world, with cutbacks in public employees
at all levels, there will be a greater reliance on the private sec-
tor. Because of this, residents must demand a greater level of
openness from their governing bodies. We believe this can be
accomplished by informing the public of the parameters used
to determine when to seek a contract without soliciting offers.

We also believe residents should be told of the specifics,
why a provider will be asked to provide a service under a no-
bid contract, in public. This can be done during a meeting as
well as in a public notice published after passage.

With public budgets becoming leaner, residents need to
know their tax dollars are being spent in a cost-effective man-
ner, after a thorough review. Yesterday’s attitudes must
change; greater scrutiny is required; and when a no-bid con-
tract is presented, the savings potential of sending it out for
offers must be considered. Today’s reality requires nothing
less.


